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I stopped early this morning at Judge Blair's and in-
quired what he thought of the call. He said he had not
been in any mood or mind to think of anything, having
been without sleep the previous night, but it had appeared
to him to have a too narrow basis. I then told him my
view and the conversation Doolittle and myself had. Blair
most earnestly agreed with me, said my views corresponded
with his own, and promised to see the President if he could.

I called on McCulloch, who agreed to come to my house
this evening and go with me to the President. When he
called, I detailed the conversation with Doolittle, told him
of my apprehensions, and dwelt emphatically on the sub-
ject of the Constitutional changes as the true basis of
action, and our sounding the bugle-note of warning to
arouse the people. My earnestness and the facts excited
him, and we went to the President.

"We spent an hour in a free and unrestricted conversation
with the President. McCulloch, full of the views which I
had urged, advised that the President should at once issue
a proclamation after the manner of Jackson in regard to
nullification, appealing to the people.

I inquired of the President if he had seen Doolittle since
Sunday, and told him what I thought of the proposed form
of call, and that the just alarm on the proposed change of
the Constitution ought not on any account to be omitted.
The people ought not to be deluded and cheated by trash.
He concurred with me. I inquired if he had noticed that
important omission in the proposed call. He did not answer
direct, but said the call was too much in detail.

June 19, Tuesday. After current business at the Cabinet
was closed, I inquired of Seward if it was true that he had
sent out a special official certificate of the Constitutional
Amendment to Governor Hawley of Connecticut. I saw
notice to this effect in the papers. Seward said yes, and his
manner indicated that he wished I had not put to him the
question.